[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]NEVADA GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON	DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Position on Charter Schools

Students with disabilities have a right to the education setting that is most appropriate and beneficial for their educational needs. For many families and educators, charter schools offer more options for student education and supports. 

Charter schools typically do not receive funding from their school districts to purchase, lease, or improve facilities. Securing financing for the facility can be problematic for a charter school because some schools lack tangible assets and an operating history that lenders use when evaluating a mortgage loan application.

State laws often grant charter schools some freedom from meeting certain state or local education regulations or policies. However, in Nevada, charter schools must follow all federal laws that apply to any other public school. 

The responsibility to make a free appropriate public education (FAPE) available to all students with disabilities applies to ALL public schools under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Charter schools are public schools; therefore, they bear the same responsibility. 

All Nevada Charter Schools are required, under applicable law, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (“IDEA”), Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act (“Section 504”) the Americans with Disabilities Act (the “ADA”), applicable Nevada law and regulations, and various Authority policies, to provide special education services to its students as required by those respective authorities.

The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD) believes that individuals with developmental disabilities should have equal access to services provided in Charter School as are provided in all public-school settings. In addition to improving access to quality education through charter schools for persons with I/DD, the education system, and any person responsible for the delivery of educational services to children in Charter Schools, the chartering agency and authorizer, and ultimately the highest governmental authority must ensure the rights of all students with disabilities are upheld. 

Policy Recommendations:
1. Ensure policy requires that all Nevada Charter Schools will adhere to the provisions of the IDEA and applicable Nevada special education laws and regulations to assure that all students with disabilities are accorded a free, appropriate public education (“FAPE”) including special education and related services. The Charter School will also ensure that no student otherwise eligible to enroll in their Charter School will be denied enrollment based on their special education or disability status.
2. Remove barriers that create disincentives for people with developmental disabilities to attend schools within a reasonable distance from their home. These barriers may include transportation, flexible options for supports, and availability of funding.
3. Charter Schools must not discriminate against students with disabilities in their admissions policies. Specialized learning needs cannot be used as a criterion for excluding children from attendance. 
4. Engage the private sector to raise awareness about Charter School and support for legislation that secures funding for special education services. 
5. Adopt policies that ensure the movement of students with disabilities, including students with moderate to severe disabilities, into less restrictive environments as appropriate and increase interactions of students with disabilities with non-disabled students.
6. Increase, maintain, or reallocate funding for Charters Schools to provide specialized special education services that includes therapy services.
7. Ensure that all school facilities are physically accessible and follow ADA regulations.  
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