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Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
406 East Second Street
Carson City, NV 89701
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
NGCDD Members Present: Chair, Max Lowe; Vice-Chair, Anna Marie Binder; Stacy Alaribe; Melissa Bart-Plange; Aimee Bailes; Autumn Blattman; Lisa Bonie; Taylor Chaney; Ellen Frias-Wilcox; Vickie Ives; Kathleen Kingston; Kate Osti; Randall Owen; Christine Riggi; Vivian Turner
NGCDD Members Absent: Cate Guzy; Evan Smith; Gabriel Tejada; Brynlin Thornley
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Steven Cohen, Legislative Liaison 
NGCDD Staff Absent: Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager
Public Present: Shauna Brennan; Jenny Casselman; Lori Lutu; Ma’Kayla Porter; Sabrina Schnur; Britt Young 
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Council Chair, Max Lowe at 9:02 a.m. 
Fiscal and Outreach Manager, Ellen Marquez verified that the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on May 28, 2025.
Land Acknowledgment
Anna Marie Binder, Vice-Chair provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.

Public Comment
Mr. Lowe inquired if there was any public comment. He verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically. 
· Autumn Blattman introduced herself to the council as a new member. 
Approval of March 2025 Meeting Minutes
Mr. Lowe opened the floor for discussion of the March 13, 2025 minutes. 

Ms. Binder motioned to approve the March 13, 2025 minutes as written. Randall Owen seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Consumer Leadership Development Fund Presentations
Mr. Lowe introduced this item to the council and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director to introduce the CLDF recipients.
Ms. Nielsen introduced Jenny Casselman. Ms. Casselman discussed attending the 2025 National Down Syndrome Society conference in Washington, DC using CLDF Funds. She was able to attend with her daughter, Kinnley. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Nielsen then discussed the shared PowerPoint presentation from Alexis Jones who was unable to attend the meeting. Ms. Nielsen will reach out to have Ms. Jones attend another meeting. This item was opened for discussion.
Presentation from the Big Brothers, Big Sisters Organization
Mr. Lowe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further information. 
Ms. Nielsen gave further background and introduced Ma’Kayla Porter from the Big Brothers, Big Sisters Organization. Ms. Porter gave information on the organization and referred to the document titled “Recruitment Presentation 2025”.  This item was opened for discussion.
2026-2031 5-Year State Plan Draft
Ms. Lowe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen discussed the Council’s 2026-2031 Five Year State Plan. It will open for a 45-day public comment period opening on June 9th and closing on July 24th. It will be available on the council website and will have a survey link available. She encouraged input on the draft document on what can be changed. This item was opened for discussion. 
Committee Updates
Mr. Lowe introduced this item and deferred to Stacy Alaribe, Evaluation Committee Chair, for discussion on updates from the Evaluation Committee.
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Evaluation Committee including planned activities for FFY2025 and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen discussed the quarterly project status summary report and the “Our World in Our Words” film project. The film project has been nominated for Emmy awards. Ms. Nielsen also discussed the current partnerships with the Down Syndrome Organization of Southern Nevada and the Arc of Nevada. She invited Ms. Rivas to further discuss the report. Ms. Rivas spoke on the connections with AzulBlue. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Binder motioned to approve to cover the cost of attendance for the Executive Director and one additional participant to attend the awards. Melissa Bart-Plange seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Lowe deferred to Vickie Ives, Budget Committee Chair, for discussion on updates from the Budget Committee.
Ms. Ives gave an overview on topics discussed in the Budget Committee including the current Council budget and the recommendations for use of funds for FFY 25. She invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen review the council budget and discussed the funding available at the federal level. This item was opened for discussion.
Mr. Lowe deferred to Stacy Alaribe, Policy Committee Chair, for discussion on updates from the Policy Committee.
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Policy Committee including previously reviewed position statements. Ms. Alaribe invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen gave an overview on each of the position statements up for review: “Accountability for Services for People with I/DD”, “Transportation for People with I/DD”, and “Service Animals for People with I/DD”.  This item was opened for discussion
Vivian Turner motioned to approve the position statement on Accountability for Services for People with I/DD. Lisa Bonie seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Ms. Binder motioned to approve the position statement on Transportation for People with I/DD. Ms. Bonie seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Ms. Blattman motioned to approve the position statement on Service Animals for People with I/DD. Ms. Bonie seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Discussion and Review of Current Legislation/Proposals at the Federal and State Levels
Mr. Lowe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen discussed the Federal Level Medicaid discussion on possible cuts. This is currently at the Senate for discussion/proposal. Nothing has yet to be set in stone. The Senate will need to release their proposed budget. Ms. Nielsen also discussed the Nevada Legislative updates. She reviewed SB 346: Related to Guardianships, SB 494: Split of DHHS, SB 174: Autism Related Bill, AB 247: Deaf School Study, AB 368: Cameras in Facilities, and AB 589: ADSD Additional Funds. She added under AB 589 that ADSD will have a budget shortfall as the Legislature has made the decision to go with a budget cut. This measure will fall under last year, not the upcoming biennium. This item was opened for discussion.
Next Meeting Date
The next Full Council meeting will take place on September 11, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. This meeting will take place via zoom.  
Public Comment
Mr. Lowe inquired if there was any public comment. He verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.  
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