Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
Policy # 
Adopted:
INFORMING OF POLICYMAKERS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS POLICY

The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD) recognizes that Council members may occasionally engage with policymakers to provide education and information regarding issues affecting individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) and their families. This policy establishes the boundaries and guidelines for Council members to ensure that all communications are consistent with federal law, Council positions, and best practices.
Scope
This policy applies to all NGCDD Council Members when acting in an official capacity or representing the Council to policymakers. It does not restrict members from expressing personal opinions in a private capacity, but personal communications must not be presented as official Council positions. Council members must follow the guidance of the Executive Director when communicating with policymakers on behalf of the Council.
Authorized Communication
Council Members may communicate with policymakers on behalf of the Council only under the direction of the Executive Director or when explicitly authorized to do so in alignment with Council-approved positions. All communications must be educational and advocacy-focused, not lobbying, consistent with the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (DD Act). Members are encouraged to refer to approved Council position statements and credible sources if providing information in an official capacity.
Purpose of Communication
The purpose of Council Member communications with policymakers is to provide accurate information and education to increase awareness of issues affecting individuals with I/DD and their families. Members shall not attempt to influence specific legislation, consistent with the DD Act, but may share factual information, research, or resources to inform policymaker understanding and decision-making. Additionally, factual information may be provide on a potential impact of a piece of legislation or policy.
Alignment with Council Positions
All information provided to policymakers shall reflect official Council positions and priorities adopted by the NGCDD.
If a Council position statement exists on a subject, that statement shall guide all communications.
In the absence of a Council position statement, follow guidance from the Executive Director.
Utilize credible sources such as:
· National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD);
· Administration for Community Living (ACL);
· Reputable disability-related organizations and peer-reviewed or evidence-based research.
Compliance and Oversight
Council members must follow this policy and seek guidance from the Executive Director for all communications with policymakers. The Executive Director is responsible for providing training and oversight to ensure Council members understand the boundaries between advocacy, education, and lobbying.
The Executive Director shall notify the Council at the next scheduled meeting of significant communications, educational activities, or guidance relied upon in the absence of a Council position.

