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Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
406 East Second Street
Carson City, NV 89701
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
NGCDD Members Present: Anna Marie Binder; Stacy Alaribe; Autumn Blattman; Ellen Frias-Wilcox; Cate Guzy; Vickie Ives; Alex Hilke; Katrina Ojeda; Kate Osti; Randall Owen; Margaret Marcucci; Evan Smith; Amy Stephenson; Meredith Toddre; Vivian Turner
NGCDD Members Absent: Melissa Bart-Plange, Aimee Bailes, Lisa Bonie, Taylor 
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager
Public Present: Steven Cohen; Kaison Fong; James Kuzhippala; Dora Martinez; Annabelle Miranda; Sabrina Schnur; Lisa Sherych; Haiyen Vang; Shelby Vending; Deanna Yates; Phone ending in 1972, Phone ending in 8150
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Anna Marie Binder, Council Chair at 9:04 a.m. 
Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant verified that the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on December 5, 2025.
Land Acknowledgment
Ms. Binder provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.

Public Comment
Ms. Binder inquired if there was any public comment. She verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically. None were given. 
Approval of September 2025 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Binder opened the floor for discussion of the September 18, 2025 minutes. 

Amy Stephenson motioned to approve the September 18, 2025 minutes as written. Vivian Turner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Appreciation for Past Council Members and New Council Member Introductions
Ms. Binder introduced this item to the council and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director to provide information on behalf of previous council members: Stacy Carlston, Max Lowe, Christine Riggi, Gabe Tejada, and Brynlin Thornley, that left the council in the year 2025. 
She will then introduce newly added council members: Aimee Bailes, Autumn Blattman, Alex Hilke, Margaret Marcucci, Katrina Ojeda, Evan Smith, and Meredith Toddre. She included Amy Stephenson who was recently added to the council. 
Autumn Blattman, Alex Hilke, Margaret Marcucci, Katrina Ojeda, Evan Smith, Meredith Toddre, and Amy Stephenson each gave a brief introduction of themselves and the position they are serving in.
Presentation from Aging and Disability Services Division on the Personal Care Attendant Workforce Project
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Autumn Blattman and James Kuzhippala to present.
Ms. Blattman and Mr. Kuzhipala presented information on the PCA Workforce Project. This project focuses on strengthening the PCA workforce in Nevada through well researched and curriculum-based training. This item was opened for discussion. 
Introduction from the Council’s Designated State Agency, the Nevada Health Authority (NVHA)
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Malinda Southard to present.
Ms. Southard presented information on the NVHA as an agency and they services and programs ran through them. She referred to the document titled “12.11.25_NVHA Intro_NGCDD”. This item was opened for discussion. 
Presentation from Youth Advocacy Council
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Haiyen Vang and Kaison Fong to present.
Ms. Vang invited Mr. Fong, Shelby Vending, and Annabelle Miranda to present on the service on the Youth Advocacy Council. They presented information on the initiatives the council participate in and the events they have attended as representatives. Stacy Alaribe also shared her service as part of this council. This item was opened for discussion. 
Current 5 Year State Plan Status
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen presented on the status of the Council’s current Five-Year State Plan (2021-2026). This included information about the phase out of the current plan and the transition into the next plan. She also spoke on the delays seen from the federal level on the notice of award and the changes made to the Administration on Community Living (ACL).  She reviewed the current objectives and goals. She also reviewed three planned activities for the last year of the current state plan. This item was opened for discussion.
Draft 2026-2031 Five Year State Plan 
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen presented on the status of the Council’s 2026-2031 Five-Year State Draft Plan. She reviewed the planned objectives and goals. She discussed the two 45-day comment periods the draft went through to receive feedback from the public. She discussed the main concerns received during these periods. She referred to the document titled “Draft Proposed 5Year State Plan NGCDD 27-31”. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Binder motioned to approve the 2026-2031 Five-Year State Draft Plan as written. Ms. Marcucci seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
2026 Council Calendar 
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen presented on information on the 2026 Council and Committees meetings dates. She referred to the document titled “NGCDD 2026 Calendar (Draft)”. This item was opened for discussion.
Mr. Hilke motioned to approve the 2026 Council Calendar as written. Ms. Blattman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Committee Updates
Ms. Binder introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for the discussion on updates from the Executive Committee.
Ms. Nielsen gave an overview on topics discussed in the previous Executive Committee meetings. She also discussed the FFY26 notice of award and the delays it faced due to the government shutdown. She discussed the council’s transition to the NVHA. Committee memberships were also discussed in the executive committee along with the review of internal policies. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Alaribe, Policy Committee Chair, gave an overview on topics discussed in the Policy Committee including previously reviewed position statements. Ms. Alaribe discussed the creation of a position statement on immigration that is still being drafted. She also discussed potential topics for future position statements including bathroom accessibility; universal design; ADA compliance; travel accessibility and disability; and policymaking centered on individuals with I/DD.  She also discussed the federal legislation that was discussed in this committee including- SSI Savings Penalty Elimination Act - H.R.2540/S. 1234, - Transformation to Competitive Integrated Employment Act - S.2438/H.R. 4771, - IDEA Full Funding Act H.R. 2598/S. 1277. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Alaribe, Evaluation Committee Chair, gave an overview of topics discussed in the Evaluation Committee including planned activities for remaining FFY2025 and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen discussed the Fourth Quarter Project Status Summary Report and invited Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager, and Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager to discuss objectives described in the report. They referred to the document titled “NGCDD FFY' 25 Fourth Quarter Project Status Summary”.
Vickie Ives, Budget Committee Chair, gave an overview on topics discussed in the Budget Committee including the current Council budget and the recommendations for use of funds for FFY 25. She discussed the approved proposed budget of $100,000 for the 2026 Silver State Advocacy Conference set for August and the proposed budget for $32,000 for the iCan Bike and iCan Swim camps. She also discussed the funding available at the federal level. This item was opened for discussion.
2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Nielsen discussed the previously mentioned proposed budget of $100,000 for the conference. She stated the caveat to that was it is anticipated that $75,000 would come from DD Council funding and the additional $25,000 would come from donors or outside support. She opened this item up for discussion and asked the council members for idea on receiving sponsorships.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned due to loss of quorum at 1:03 p.m.  
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