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Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
406 East Second Street
Carson City, NV 89701
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
NGCDD Members Present: Anna Marie Binder; Stacy Alaribe; Melissa Bart-Plange; Aimee Bailes; Autumn Blattman; Lisa Bonie; Taylor Chaney; Cate Guzy; Vickie Ives; Kathleen Kingston; Kate Osti; Randall Owen; Christine Riggi; Evan Smith; Vivian Turner
NGCDD Members Absent: Ellen Frias-Wilcox
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager; Steven Cohen, Legislative Liaison 
NGCDD Staff Absent: Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager
Public Present: Isabel Jimenez; Obioma Officer; Malinda Southard; John, ASL Interpreter
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Anna Marie Binder, Council Interim Chair at 9:02 a.m. 
Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant verified that the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on September 11, 2025.
Land Acknowledgment
Ms. Binder provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.

Public Comment
Ms. Binder inquired if there was any public comment. She verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically. None were given. 
Approval of June 2025 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Binder opened the floor for discussion of the June 5, 2025 minutes. 

Christine Riggi motioned to approve the June 5, 2025 minutes as written. Melissa Bart-Plange seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Consumer Leadership Development Fund Presentations
Ms. Binder introduced this item to the council and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director to introduce the CLDF recipients.
Ms. Nielsen presented on behalf of Khianna Reed. Ms. Reed attended the 2025 Best Buddies Leadership Conference in Bloomington, IN using CLDF Funds. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Nielsen then opened time for Nicholas Giaquinto. This item was tabled to allow him time to join.
Council Chair and Vice Chair Elections
Ms. Binder introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further information. 
Ms. Nielsen gave further background and introduced the nominations for each position. Ms. Binder and Stacy Alaribe received nominations under both the Chair and Vice Chair positions. Ms. Riggi received a nomination under the Chair position. Ms. Nielsen conducted a vote for each position.
Lisa Bonie motioned to approve the adoption of Anna Marie Binder as Council Chair and Stacy Alaribe as Council Vice Chair. Ms. Riggi seconded the motion. The motion carried with Ms. Binder and Ms. Alaribe abstaining.
Remarks from Kathleen Kingston
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen discussed Kathleen Kingston’s background with the council and the disabilities community. Ms. Nielsen thanked her for her service to the council as she nears the end of her final term. She then invited Ms. Kingston to share her own remarks. Ms. Kingston shared her story with the council and her advocacy journey. This item was opened for discussion. 
Remarks from Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen introduced Isabel Jimenez with the NCED to share some remarks. Ms. Jimenez shared a presentation with the council on the iCan Bike camp that took place in Reno, NV this past June. She shared the feedback received by those that participated in the camp from parents to volunteers. She hopes to encourage the council to participate in a future iCan Swim camp. This item was opened for discussion.
Committee Updates
Ms. Binder introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Alaribe, Evaluation Committee Chair, for discussion on updates from the Evaluation Committee.
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Evaluation Committee including planned activities for FFY2025 and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Policy Committee including previously reviewed position statements. Ms. Alaribe invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen gave an overview on each of the position statements up for review: “Accountability for Services for People with I/DD”, “Transportation for People with I/DD”, and “Service Animals for People with I/DD”.  This item was opened for discussion.
Vickie Ives, Budget Committee Chair, gave an overview on topics discussed in the Budget Committee including the current Council budget and the recommendations for use of funds for FFY 25. She invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen review the council budget and discussed the funding available at the federal level. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Policy Committee including previously reviewed position statements. Ms. Alaribe invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen gave an overview on each of the position statements up for review: “Accountability for Services for People with I/DD”, “Transportation for People with I/DD”, and “Service Animals for People with I/DD”.  This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Binder, Executive Committee Chair, gave an overview on topics discussed in the previous Executive Committee meetings. She invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. This item was opened for discussion.
Discussion and Review for Activities under the Goals and Objectives of the Current 5 Year State Plan for FFY 26
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen referred to the document titled “Planning Document for FFY 2026”. She gave an overview of planned items under each objective. She invited Obioma Officer to discuss the request for council support for the 2025 Commission for Persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing Engagement Conference. This item was opened for discussion.
Evan Smith motioned to approve the “Planning Document for FFY 2026” with the request for up to $20,000 for the DHH 2025 Engagement Conference and up to $10,000 for the iCan Bike Camps in 2026. Ms. Bonie seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
2026-2031 Five Year State Plan Draft
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen referred to the document titled “New-Draft-5YSP-For-2nd-Round”. She gave an overview of this state plan information and stated the comment period is open until September 22nd. She encouraged any member of the council and public to share their thoughts on the state plan draft. This item was opened for discussion.
Council Member Updates
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited any members that would like to share any updates.
Ms. Alaribe stated the Youth Advocacy Council with the Nevada Statewide Independent Living Council will be attending a conference in October. They are looking for volunteers.
Autumn Blattman stated she will be sharing future trainings for Personal Care Attendants. These will be free to the community. She is looking for feedback on how these trainings should look. 
Evan Smith introduced himself and stated this is the first Full Council meeting he has been able to attend as a new member. He is excited to be a member. 

Ms. Ives gave her thanks to everyone that helped in the Title V block grant project. It has been completed, and she wanted to put food security and medical funding projects on the radar. 
Ms. Binder stated she attended a meeting with the Clark County School District Board of Trustees where they entered a continued memorandum of agreement with the Special Olympics of Nevada, to provide inclusive activities to over 85 of our school campuses. She also spoke on a bike club in the Southern Nevada where about 20% of the members have I/DD or Autism, specifically. She also discussed her son, Legend, began to write his first book. She also shared Best Buddies will be hosting a comedy night. It is a fun event to check out. Lastly, she shared that she will be attending the Henderson Truck pull event. It is a fundraiser event for special Olympics. 
Agenda Items for Future Consideration
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited any members that would like to share any updates.
Items for considerations stated were introductions for new council members, remarks for council members that are leaving/termed out, the conversation around PCAs, the new position statement from the policy committee, Position Statement on Immigration, and the Five-Year State Plan draft.
Ms. Blattman motioned to approve to addition of the following agenda items to the December Full Council Meeting: introductions for new council members, remarks for council members that are leaving/termed out, the conversation around PCAs, the new position statement from the policy committee, Position Statement on Immigration, and the Five-Year State Plan draft. Ms. Riggi seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Next Meeting Date
The next Full Council meeting will take place on December 11, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. This meeting will take place via zoom.  
Public Comment
Ms. Binder inquired if there was any public comment. He verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:18 a.m.  
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