


NV Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD) Executive Committee Meeting Minutes from 
January 8, 2026
* * * * DRAFT * * * *
ZOOM 
Join by Computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82776920507
Join by Phone: 669-900-6833

Meeting ID: 827 7692 0507
Password: 12345
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Anna Marie Binder, Chair; Stacy Alaribe; Vickie Ives
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager 
Public Present: Steven Cohen; De Yates
[bookmark: _Hlk95746434]Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Anna Marie Binder, Chair, at 10:02 a.m.
Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant, verified that the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on December 31, 2025.
Land Acknowledgment
Stacy Alaribe provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.
Public Comment
Ms. Binder asked if there was any public comment and provided the information to provide public comment telephonically. None was given.
Presentation on Notice of Award Received
Ms. Binder introduced this agenda item and deferred to Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager for further discussion.  
Ms. Marquez discussed information on the notice of award received for Federal Fiscal Year 2026 on December 2025. The total amount currently received is $220,132.00. This amount is approximately one third of the total expected award for this year. She discussed that this amount would allow for limited projects for this period. She opened this item for discussion.
Discussion on Potential Internal Policy
Ms. Binder introduced this agenda item and deferred to Ms. Marquez for further discussion.  
Ms. Marquez gave an overview of the highlighted changes to the Council Committees Policy. These changes were introduced by the Deputy Attorney General’s office after they reviewed the document. She referred to the document titled “COUNCIL COMMITTEES POLICY - with edits”. She opened this item for discussion.
Ms. Ives motioned to approve the COUNCIL COMMITTEES POLICY with the recommended changes by the Deputy Attorney General’s office. Ms. Alaribe seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.    
Discussion on Funding for Sammy’s DEN
Ms. Binder introduced this agenda item and deferred to Ms. Marquez for further discussion.  
Ms. Marquez gave information on the proposed project in partnership with Sammy’s DEN. The project includes creating educational materials to share with the community on the recent legislative changes. This includes information on the language access in healthcare act. Sammy’s DEN is an advocacy organization for persons who are deaf and/or head of hearing. The materials they would help create would also include information on where to call available ASL interpreters. The total budget for this project is up to $3,000.00. She opened this item for discussion.
Ms. Alaribe motioned to approve up to $3,000.00 be awarded to Sammy’s DEN for the legislative education project. Ms. Ives seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.    
Discussion on Funding for One Inch at a Time
Ms. Binder introduced this agenda item and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director for further discussion.  
Ms. Nielsen gave information on the proposed contract to purchase copies of “One Inch at Time” to share across the State of Nevada to increase awareness about children with various disabilities. The council will be adding information on resources for families they can contact. This will be a QR code on the inside of the book. The total budget for this project is up to $7,000.00. She opened this item for discussion.
Ms. Vickies motioned to approve up to $7,000.00 to purchase the “One Inch at a Time” books including the resources QR code with $6,500.00 going to printing costs and $500.00 going to shipping costs. This motion includes creating a distribution plan to share with the council. Ms. Alaribe seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion on Funding for Recreation Film
Ms. Binder introduced this agenda item and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director, for further discussion.  
Ms. Nielsen gave information on the proposed recreation film project with Mountain Dog Visual Media. This is the same film crew that worked on the “Our World in Our Words” project previously with the council. The film would center around Micheal Glenn. He is the first person in the world who uses a wheelchair accessible hot air balloon. He was able to gain his hot air balloon pilot’s license and has attended the Great Reno Balloon Race several times. The documentary will focus on innovation, perseverance, access, and the power of human potential. The film will also be used to expand the knowledge and highlight the adaptive recreation opportunities in Nevada.  The total budget for this project is up to $10,000.00. She opened this item for discussion.
Ms. Binder motioned to approve planning for production with Mountain Dog Visual Media to present a proposed budget of $10,000.00 to the March Full Council Meeting with the agenda item set early in the meeting agenda. The caveat being in the event quorum is not met at the March Full Council meeting, an Executive Committee meeting will be scheduled to include this and other emerging needs. Ms. Ives seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Next Meeting Date
The next Executive Committee meeting is scheduled for February 5th, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. 
Public Comment
Ms. Binder asked if there was any public comment and provided the information to provide public comment telephonically. 
· Ms. Alaribe asked if council staff could send reminders for the 2026 council and committee meetings. 
Adjournment
Ms. Binder adjourned the meeting at 11:46 a.m. 
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