


NV Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD) Policy Committee Meeting Minutes from October 8, 2025
* * * DRAFT * * *
Zoom https://zoom.us/j/87493919504 
Meeting ID:  874 9391 9504
Password: 12345
NV Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
Office Location: 406 East Second Street, Carson City 89701
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Stacy Alaribe, Committee Chair; Anna Marie Binder, Vice-Chair; Kathleen Kingston; Dora Martinez; Santa Perez; Vivian Turner; Peter Whittingham
Committee Members Absent: Heather Lafferty; Christine Riggi; Cindi Swanson; Jodi Thornley
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Steven Cohen, Legislative Liaison
NGCDD Staff Absent: Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by NGCDD Policy Committee Chair, Stacy Alaribe, at 1:11 p.m. 
Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant verified the agenda for this meeting was posted to the proper locations on September 29, 2025.  
Land Acknowledgment
Ms. Alaribe provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.  
Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe asked if there was any public comment, verified meeting information, and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Approval of May 2025 Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk191537796]Ms. Alaribe asked if there was a motion to approve the May 22, 2025 Committee meeting minutes. She opened this item for discussion. 
Vivian Turner motioned to approve the May 22, 2025 Committee meeting minutes as written. Anna Marie Binder seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Review of Position Statement on Immigration
Ms. Alaribe introduced this agenda item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen, Executive Director, for conversation.
Ms. Nielsen gave a brief background on need for the position statement. She also discussed potential topic areas under immigration and formulation of a policy on immigration. There was a request to focus on individuals with I/DD when researching more on this policy and the legal processes of immigration. She opened the discussion to committee members for their input.  
Discussion of Topics for Potential Position Statements
Ms. Alaribe introduced this agenda item.
She opened this item for committee members to discuss potential topics that the committee can create position statements for. Discussion included creating and researching new position statements on bathroom accessibility; universal design and the ADA; travel accessibility including air travel; and disability policymaking with individuals with I/DD at the forefront.  
Discussion and Review of Current Federal Measures
Ms. Alaribe introduced this agenda item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen, Executive Director, for conversation. 
Ms. Nielsen discussed three Federal Level bills. She spoke on the SSI Savings Penalty Elimination Act - H.R.2540/S. 1234; the Transformation to Competitive Integrated Employment Act - S.2438/H.R. 4771; and the IDEA Full Funding Act H.R. 2598/S. 1277. She discussed what each bill would put into effect and how they may affect individuals in the disability community. She opened this item for discussion. 
Next Meeting Date
The next policy committee meeting will be held on October 23 at 10:00 a.m. over Zoom. The date for this meeting was corrected to November 18 at 10:00 a.m. over Zoom. 
Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe asked if there was any public comment, verified meeting information, and stated how to submit public comments telephonically.
· Peter Whittingham invited members to two Down Syndrome Organization of Southern Nevada Events. The first is a graduation ceremony for their public speaking course. That is taking place today at 4 pm if anyone is available. The second event is the Southern Nevada Buddy Walk taking place on October 19th. The council will be represented there with a vendor table. Ms. Nielsen added that an accessible restroom from Momentum Refresh will also debut at this event.  
· Steven Cohen added a correction to the agenda. The meeting ID listed in the public comment section should reflect the main link and meeting ID of 874 9391 9504.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:41 p.m.
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