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Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
406 East Second Street
Carson City, NV 89701
In-Person Location: Zephyr Meeting Room, Hyatt Place Reno, 13959 S. Virginia Street, Reno, NV 89511
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
NGCDD Members Present: Anna Marie Binder; Stacy Alaribe; Stefanie Abila; Melissa Bart-Plange; Autumn Blattman; Ellen Frias-Wilcox; Vickie Ives; Alex Hilke; Katrina Ojeda; Melody O’Connor; Kate Osti; Margaret Marcucci; Michelle Metheny; Dora Schwartz; Amy Stephenson; Meredith Toddre; Vivian Turner
NGCDD Members Absent: Cate Guzy; Randal Owen; Evan Smith
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager
NGCDD Staff Absent: Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant
Public Present: Chris Casaceli; Amy Scaffidi; Dee Yates
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Anna Marie Binder, Council Chair at 9:02 a.m. 
Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director verified that the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on March 12, 2026.
Land Acknowledgment
Stacy Alaribe, Council Vice Chair, provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.

Public Comment
Ms. Binder inquired if there was any public comment. She verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically. None were given. 
Approval of December 2025 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Binder opened the floor for discussion of the December 11, 2025 minutes. 

Margaret Marcucci motioned to approve the December 11, 2025 minutes as written. Autumn Blattman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion on Funding for Recreation Film
Ms. Binder introduced this item to the council and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director, for further information.
Ms. Nielsen provided background information on the project and the decision by the Executive Committee to have the film team return with expanded project details. She then invited Chris Casaceli from Mountain Dog Media to expand on the project and the proposed financial support. He discussed the previous work with the council on the film “Our World in Our Words” and discussed details on the project’s subject, schedule, and proposed funding. He also discussed his past experience. This agenda item refers to the document titled “Michael Glen Documentary Pitch Document - 03.12.26”. This item was opened for discussion for council member input. 
Melissa Bart-Plange motioned to approve the funding $30,000.00 in FFYY26 and $30,000.00 in FFY27 of the film project in partnership with Mountain Dog Media. This will include continuous updates and planning made to and with the council. Meredith Toddre seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Council Member Appreciations and New Council Member Introductions
Ms. Binder introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further information. 
Ms. Nielsen, Executive Director, provided information on behalf of previous council members: Taylor Gardner and Lisa Bonie, that left the council in the year 2025. She will then introduce newly added council members: Stephanie Abila, Michelle Metheny, and Melody O’Connor and invite then to give a brief introduction. 
Ms. Abila gave a brief introduction and her role as a sibling of an individual with I/DD. 
Ms. Metheny gave a brief introduction and her role as a parent of an individual with I/DD.
Ms. O’Connor gave a brief introduction and her role as a parent of an individual with I/DD.
Presentation from the Preferred Purchase Program
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the program and introduce Amy Scaffidi. Ms. Scaffidi presented on the preferred purchase program and the program’s details and services. She discussed the onboarding process and their regulations. This item was opened for discussion.
Discussion on Nevada Authors, One Inch at a Time, and Additions to the Lending Library
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen provided information about the Nevada Authors form for proposed distribution. She also presented about the Once Inch at a Time book copies purchased by the Council, and additional items to be added to the lending library. Ms. Nielsen shared the book with the council. This item was opened for discussion.
Amy Stephenson motioned to approve the creation and distribution of the Nevada Authors form and project submission form. Alex Hilke seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion on Council Subcommittees
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen provided information about the creation of Transportation and Education Subcommittees. She invited Ellen Marquez, Transportation Committee Liaison, to discuss the March 2nd Transportation Subcommittee meeting and further details about the committee.  Ms. Nielsen spoke on updates about the Education Subcommittee. This item was opened for discussion.
Autumn Blattman motioned to approve the addition of another council member role to the Education subcommittee. Melody O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Committee Updates
Ms. Binder introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Alaribe, Evaluation Committee Chair, for discussion on updates from the Evaluation Committee.
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Evaluation Committee including planned activities for FFY202 and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Council staff discussed the document titled "First Quarter Report 2026 CORRECTED” and updates under each objective. 
Ms. Bart-Plange motioned to approve up to $4,000.00 to the Autism Coalition of Nevada for the first responder training. Vickie Ives seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Policy Committee including previously reviewed position statements. Ms. Alaribe invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen gave an overview on each of the position statements up for review: “Accountability for Services for People with I/DD”, “Transportation for People with I/DD”, and “Service Animals for People with I/DD”.  This item was opened for discussion.
Vickie Ives, Budget Committee Chair, gave an overview on topics discussed in the Budget Committee including the current Council budget and the recommendations for use of funds for FFY 26. She invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen review the council budget and discussed the funding available at the federal level. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Policy Committee including previously reviewed position statements. Ms. Alaribe invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen gave an overview on each of the position statements up for review: draft position statement on Immigration, DRAFT Position Statement on Disability Policymaking, and updates to the Position on Accessibility.  Ms. Alaribe also mentioned the committee’s position statement on Dental Care. This item was opened for discussion. She also discussed the staff and council chair attendance at the Disability Policy Seminar in Washington DC in the next week. The Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities will also have representatives attending. 
Ms. Binder, Executive Committee Chair, gave an overview on topics discussed in the previous Executive Committee meetings. She invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. This item was opened for discussion.
2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen provided information about the 2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference to take place in Las Vegas, NV in August. The venue for the conference has been selected as the Palms Resort. She shared the theme of the conference: A Kaleidoscope of Abilities. She included updates on funding and additional conversation around finding donors for the conference. This item was opened for discussion.
Ms. O’Connor motioned to approve up to $100,000.00 in council funding to the 2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference and the 2026 Partners in Policymaking Graduation ceremony. Ms. Stephenson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Council Member Updates
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited any members that would like to share any updates.
Ms. Binder stated the creation of a special education alliance with Clark County. This is a closed meeting, but she hopes to share the work from this. 
Vivian Turner Shared updates on Vocational Rehabilitation. 
Agenda Items for Future Consideration
Ms. Binder introduced this item and invited any members that would like to share any updates.
Items for considerations stated were introductions for council staff, remarks for those that attend the Disability Policy Seminar, updates on the film project, updates from the preferred purchase program, website updates to ensure the most accurate resources are listed, new project submission and funding for the rest of this fiscal year, and introductions for new council members.
Ms. Blattman motioned to approve to addition of the following agenda items to the December Full Council Meeting: introductions for council staff, remarks for those that attend the Disability Policy Seminar, updates on the film project, updates from the preferred purchase program, website updates to ensure the most accurate resources are listed, new project submission and funding for the rest of this fiscal year, and introductions for new council members. Mr. Hilke seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Next Meeting Date
The next Full Council meeting will take place on June 11, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. This meeting will take place via zoom.  
Public Comment
Ms. Binder inquired if there was any public comment. She verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically
· Dora Martinez wanted to thank Ms. Nielsen and council staff for ensuring the council’s website is accessible and all the work the council staff does. She also wished everyone Happy National Women’s Month.
· Katrina Ojeda asked to be sent the conference registration. Ms. Nielsen clarified the registration link can be found on the website and will be sharing that link with the council.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:09 p.m.  
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