Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD) Transportation Ad-Hoc Committee Minutes from May 5, 2026  
* * * DRAFT * * *
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87213352448?pwd=zBAnBUBhVz2rLdUc6a8shrquK8uqWk.1 
Meeting ID: 872 1335 2448
Passcode: 371547
NV Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
Office Location: 406 East Second Street, Carson City 89701
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Stacy Alaribe; Anna Marie Binder; Amy Dewitt-Smith; Erik Jimenez; Margaret Marcucci; Dora Martinez; Michelle Metheny; Marcus Myers; Melody O’Connor; Kate Osti; Jonathan Palma; Santa Perez; Janette Reyes-Speer; Cindi Swanson 
Committee Members Absent: Melissa Bart-Plange; Jan Bellingshausen; Dee Dee Foremaster; Tracy Palmer; Sandra Stanko; Susi Trinidad
NGCDD Staff Present: Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Marisol Rivas, Program Manager
NGCDD Staff Absent: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern
Call to Order, Introductions, and Verify Timely Posting of Agenda
The meeting was called to order by Ellen Marquez, Committee Liaison at 10:05 am. Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant, verified the agenda for this meeting was posted to the proper locations on April 29, 2026.
Land Acknowledgement 
Ms. Marquez provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority (NVHA), acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi Tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.
Public Comment
[bookmark: _Hlk40342526]Ms. Marquez asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Ad-Hoc Committee Member Introductions
Ms. Marquez spoke briefly on the current committee members. She then introduced the committee’s newest members that have joined: Melissa Bart-Plange, Marcus Myers, Melody O’Connor, Janette Reyes-Speer, and Cindi Swanson. Ms. Reyes-Speer spoke briefly on her organization, Autism Cares, and their work in gaps in transportation services. Ms. Marquez opened this item for discussion.
Chair and Vice-Chair Elections
Ms. Marquez provided information on the elections, including eligible members, for the Committee Chair and Committee Vice Chair positions. The current council members eligible for these positions were not all present at this meeting. She tabled this item for the next meeting.
Discussion on Goals and Objectives for the Committee
Ms. Marquez provided information on the committee’s goals and objectives, including the possible creation of a committee policy to define topics of interest. The committee members spoke on topics including expanding RTC access in Sparks, gathering information by region, meeting with JAC Assist, and other transportation topics of interest. She opened this item for discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk221711661]Approval Meeting Minutes for May 2021 and March 2026
Ms. Marquez opened this agenda item and referred to the May 27, 2021, and March 2, 2026, draft minutes. She opened this item for discussion.
Janette Reyes-Speer motioned to approve the May 27, 2021 and March 2, 2026 draft meeting minutes as written. Stacy Alaribe seconded the motion. The motion carried with Amy Dewitt-Smith, Michelle Metheny, Marcus Myers, Melody O’Connor, Jonathan Plama, and Cindi Swanson abstaining. 
Discussion on The White Paper Created in 2021
Ms. Marquez provided information on the draft White Paper created during the 2021 transportation Ad Hoc committee. Ms. Marquez also invited Ms. Dewitt-Smith to speak further on the paper as she worked on the draft during the 2021 session.  They opened this item for discussion. Committee members spoke on updating the White Paper draft to include real-life stories of individuals with disabilities and their experience with transportation. They also spoke on including current data through surveys in the community and updating the language of the paper to include policy recommendations.
Public Comment
Ms. Marquez asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically.
· Dora Martinez thanked the committee members and Anna Marie Binder for their work on this topic. 
Next Meeting Date
The next Transportation Ad-Hoc Committee meeting is scheduled for July 7, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:24 a.m.
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