Notice of Public Meeting
Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD)
Education Ad-Hoc Committee from April 21, 2026
* * * DRAFT * * *
Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85275401561?pwd=QPaN58DJchJuQqnjheeE2XpT47bVBA.1 
Meeting ID: 852 7540 1561
Passcode: 12345
There is no in-person location for this meeting.
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Cate Guzy; Amanda Hearon; Harrison Jones; Kate Osti; Michael Roth, Dr; Homa Sayyar; Susan Trist
Committee Members Absent: Anna Marie Binder
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant
NGCDD Staff Absent: Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and outreach Manager; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager
Call to Order, Introductions, and Verify Timely Posting of Agenda
Rebecca Ortiz, committee staff liaison, called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. She also verified the timely posting of the agenda on April 9, 2026, in accordance with Open Meeting Law, and took roll call.
Land Acknowledgement 
Ms. Ortiz read the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority (NVHA), acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi Tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.
Public Comment
[bookmark: _Hlk40342526]Ms. Ortiz opened this item and asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Ad-Hoc Committee Information and Member Introductions
Ms. Ortiz provided information on creation of the Ad-Hoc Education Committee and the member roles identified when the committee was created. She then introduced the present committee members and invited them for introductions. Each of the committee members introduced themselves and gave brief information about themselves and the roles they will be serving on the committee. Ms. Ortiz also spoke on the three open member roles for this committee: a Nevada Department of Education Representative, a parent/family member with a current student with a disability, and a self-advocate with experience in the higher education system of Nevada. This item was opened for discussion.
Chair and Vice-Chair Elections
Ms. Ortiz provided information on the elections, including eligible members, for the Committee Chair and Committee Vice Chair positions. Eligible members include Anna Marie Binder, Cate Guzy, and Kate Osti. The elections will take place at the next committee meeting. This item was opened for discussion.
[bookmark: _Hlk221711661]Discussion on Goals and Objectives for the Committee
Ms. Ortiz opened this item and deferred Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director, to provide further information. 
 Ms. Nielsen provided information on the committee’s goals and objectives, including four main topics of interest: transition services across different educational phases, early intervention, discipline and behavioral health, and MTSS systems failure. She opened this item for discussion. Committee members discussed gaps in knowledge about accommodations and the IEP process, data collection and surveying the community to better understand current lived experiences, the creation of a landscape analysis of the education system in Nevada, and inequities in student preparation and support. The committee established three main goals: listening and learning through presentations, creating a landscape analysis of Nevada's education system for individuals with disabilities, and developing policy recommendations. 
Homa Sayyar motioned to approve the committee adopts the main objectives: listening and learning through presentations, creating a landscape analysis of Nevada's education system for individuals with disabilities, and developing policy recommendations at all levels that include outreach and education. Dr. Micheal Roth seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion on Committee Meeting Schedule and Suggestions for New Topics
Ms. Ortiz provided information on the committee’s meeting schedule options. Committee members discussed creating a survey that would allow them to select preferred meeting times and days. Ms. Ortiz also opened this item for discussion on new topics needed for future agendas. Committee members mentioned working on topics like supported decision making, guardianship, and the education pipeline. They also discussed adding a section to proposed survey for new topics/interested presentations. 
Ms. Sayyar motioned to approve the creation of a survey to capture the preferred meeting schedule and collect topic and presenter suggestions. Amanda Hearon seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment
Ms. Marquez asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 4:09 p.m.
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