Notice of Public Meeting
Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD)
Education Ad-Hoc Committee from May 27, 2026
* * * DRAFT * * *
Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85275401561?pwd=QPaN58DJchJuQqnjheeE2XpT47bVBA.1 
Meeting ID: 852 7540 1561
Passcode: 12345
There is no in-person location for this meeting.
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Amanda Hearon; Harrison Jones; Kate Osti; Christine Riggi; Homa Sayyar; Ian Zehner
Committee Members Absent: Julie Bowers; Cate Guzy; Micheal Roth, Dr.; Susan Trist
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant
NGCDD Staff Absent: Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and outreach Manager; Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager
Public Present: Jennifer Kane; Holly Tonak
Call to Order, Introductions, and Verify Timely Posting of Agenda
Rebecca Ortiz, committee staff liaison, called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. She also verified the timely posting of the agenda on May 21, 2026, in accordance with Open Meeting Law, and took roll call.
Land Acknowledgement 
Ms. Ortiz read the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority (NVHA), acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi Tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.
Public Comment
[bookmark: _Hlk40342526]Ms. Ortiz opened this item and asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Presentation from the Nevada Department of Education (NDE)
Ms. Ortiz invited Jennifer Kane for a presentation from the Nevada Department of Education. Ms. Kane shared a PowerPoint presentation with the committee on best practices for student-led individualized education program (IEP) Meetings. She spoke on predictors of post-school success and on efforts from the NDE team through the Nevada Student Leadership Transition Summit (NSLTS). This item was opened for discussion.
Presentation from the National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS)
Ms. Ortiz invited Holly Tonak for a presentation from the National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS). Ms. Tonak shared a PowerPoint presentation with the committee on resources and support for students with Down Syndrome. She spoke on the student learner profile created by NDSS and how many of the aspects apply to other students with disabilities. This item was opened for discussion
Ad-Hoc Committee New Member Introductions
Ms. Ortiz provided information on two new members that joined the committee. She then introduced the committee members and invited them for introductions. Christine Riggi and Ian Zehner introduced themselves and gave brief information about themselves and the roles they will be serving on the committee. These roles are a parent/family member for current student with a disability and self-advocate w/ experience in higher education in NV, respectively. This item was opened for discussion.
Approval of April Meeting Minutes
Ms. Ortiz opened this agenda item and the floor for discussion on the April 21, 2026 draft meeting minutes. 
Homa Sayyar motioned to approve the April 21, 2026 meeting minutes as written. Harrison Jones seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Chair and Vice-Chair Elections
Ms. Ortiz provided information on the elections, including eligible members, for the Committee Chair and Committee Vice Chair positions. A few of the eligible members for these positions were not available for this meeting. This item was tabled.
[bookmark: _Hlk221711661]Discussion on Nevada Developmental Delay Age-6 Transition Survey Narrative Summary
Ms. Ortiz opened this item and spoke on the Nevada Developmental Delay Age-6 Transition Survey Narrative Summary. She then invited Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director, to provide further information. 
 Ms. Nielsen provided information on a survey that was shared with the community to collect community input regarding the transition process that occurs when children receiving special education services under the Developmental Delay (DD) eligibility category reach age six. The purpose of the survey was to better understand how families, educators, and professionals experience the reevaluation and transition process, identify recurring barriers or gaps in support, and gather recommendations for policymakers and educational leaders. Committee members discussed gaps in survey and discussed reopening the survey for the community and education partners. This item was opened for further discussion.  
Discussion on Suggestions for New Topics
Ms. Ortiz opened this item for discussion. Committee members discussed following up on the updated survey and collecting data from Data analytics. They also mentioned working on policy recommendations and guidance on the transition gap, a resource list for the different transition gaps across the school system, real life experiences of educators in the IEP meetings vs what is best practices, and 504 guidance. 
Approval of Committee Chair
Ms. Ortiz opened this agenda item and discussed the draft committee calendar created with the preferences of the committee members. This information was gathered in a survey sent to the committee members from the last meeting.
Amanda Hearon motioned to approve the 2026 Education Ad Hoc Committee Calendar as written. Christine Riggi seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment
Ms. Ortiz asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. None was given.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:54 a.m.
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