NV Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD) Evaluation Committee Meeting Minutes from May 29, 2026 
***DRAFT***
Zoom Video:
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86785050894 
Password: 12345

Join by Phone: 
+1-669-900-6833
Meeting ID: 867 8505 0894

Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· The recording of the meeting may be requested for detailed information by emailing  rortiz@nvha.nv.gov
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Committee Chair, Stacy Alaribe; Alex Hilke; Kate Osti; Vivian Turner
Committee Members Absent: Santa Perez
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant
NGCDD Staff Absent: Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager
Public Present: Steven Cohen; Larry Dailey, Rachel Dailey
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Evaluation Committee Chair, Stacy Alaribe at 10:04 a.m.
Executive Assistant, Rebecca Ortiz verified the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on May 21, 2026.
Land Acknowledgment
Ms. Alaribe provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.
Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe asked if there was any public comment and provided the information to provide public comment telephonically.
· Rachel Dailey stated her name and that she has autism. Autism is a lifelong disability. She has not received all of her services from ADSD for more than three years. When she asks for accommodations, they reward them and then reject them. In one case, they took a 911-word description of her disabilities and changed it into 55 words about two pieces of software. After several things like this, they filed an internal complaint. The investigator said they would not investigate. They said she could have a different investigator, but that never happened. Instead, ADSD told her advocate that if he came to any more meetings, he would be arrested. A few weeks later, they said they were going to take another look at her. It looks like they might kick her out of ADSD. They said she was too ADHD and not autistic enough. They sent her an outdated policy to defend their decision. The old policy said autism and ADHD can't be together. Autistic people are known to have ADHD 70% of the time. The new policy says that that new diagnosis must be considered. New regulations made that obsolete. She got a notice that they will evaluate her, and that she will be kicked out of ADSD if she says no. The new notice doesn't mention autism but gives an entirely different reason. There is a law that says the state must communicate with her in a way that is effective for her. It seems very wrong. The committee supports self-advocacy. She can't self-advocate when her own words get changed and retaliation happens. Please help.
· Catherine Nielsen stated she will be following up with Ms. Dailey.
Election of Vice Chair
Ms. Alaribe opened this agenda item and invited Ms. Nielsen for additional information.
Ms. Nielsen provided information on updated guidance on the Vice-Chair position received from the Deputy Attorney General’s office. This guidance includes who is eligible for the position. This would be open only to council members who are a part of the committee. Ms. Alaribe opened this item for discussion. 
Second Quarter 2026 Project Status Summary Report
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director for a brief overview of the report.
Ms. Nielsen referred to the handout titled “NGCDD 2nd Quarter Project Status Summary Report 2026”. She gave an in-depth summary of the document and the timeframe the quarter reflected. She discussed the different projects and activities under each of the objectives of the council. She discussed the projects Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager has worked on including the Lunch and Learn Educational Series and the YES program. Ms. Nielsen also spoke on the projects Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach manager has worked on including partners in policymaking course and outreach events. She invited Rebecca Ortiz the co-instructor for the course and Executive Assistant to speak on the 2026 class. Ms. Ortiz gave a review of the students ‘ profile and the topics covered under the second quarter. Ms. Alaribe opened this item for discussion. 
Discussion on Plans for FFY 26 Goals and Objectives
[bookmark: _Hlk150863741]Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen presented information on potential project planning and funding for FFY 2026. She spoke on working with ACON about potentially doing another Northern Nevada training, which would then support the need for first responders in the Northern Nevada area. She also spoke on an idea from a council member that is an envelope program and potentially partnering with another law enforcement agency. These envelopes work as an identification for individuals with various disabilities. She then spoke on the partnership with Momentum Refresh and their support at various outreach events including the self-advocacy conference. The iCan Shine camps are also set and will be taking place in the month of June. She finished with speaking on proposed support of the Arc of Nevada project and the Carson High School project. Ms. Nielsen invited Alex Hilke to speak on the proposed project from the Arc of Nevada. Representatives from each of these organizations would like to come before the full council to provide more information on the projects including details and proposed budgets. Ms. Nielsen opened this item for discussion.
Kate Osti motioned to recommend to the Full Council a presentation from the Arc of Nevada on the proposed support. Ms. Turner seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mr. Hilke abstaining.
Mr. Hilke motioned to recommend to the Full Council a presentation from the Carson High School on the proposed support. Ms. Osti seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe asked if there was any public comment and provided the information to provide public comment telephonically. None was given. 
Next Meeting Date
Ms. Alaribe stated the next Evaluation Committee meeting is scheduled for August 16, 2026 at 10:00 am via Zoom.
Adjournment
This meeting was adjourned at 11:31 a.m.



Page 3 of 3

