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you?" "So you ordered a coffee and 

a sandwich?" These interactions 

build confidence and essential 

communication skills for the 

workforce. 

Financial literacy is another key 

lesson. Students manage a small 

cash "bank;' process payments, 

and reconcile drawers. Mistakes 

have consequences, teaching 

accountability and the link between 

effort and results. 

The hierarchy encourages growth. 

Entry-level workers can earn 

promotions to student supervisors, 

learning to lead peers and manage 

workflow. Ashley, one of the 

supervisors, said, "I'm really proud 

of myself because I worked hard to 

earn the position of supervisor. Now 

I know how to work and how to 

help other people as a supervisor:' 

The cafe's impact extends beyond 

high school. Graduates have gone 

on to find jobs in local restaurants 
and cafes, already prepared with 

experience in customer service, 

teamwork, and professional 

standards. Employers recognize 

their readiness and confidence. 

For Hendee, Senator's Cafe is 

about more than daily operations­

it's about independence, skill, 

and self-worth. Students learn 

responsibility, problem-solving, and 

social skills in a real-world context, 

gaining experience that lectures or 

textbooks cannot provide. 

What began as a small school 

coffee shop has become a bridge 

to the community, a place where 

students with diverse abilities gain 

confidence, practical skills, and a 

sense of purpose. Every sandwich 

assembled, every greeting 

delivered, and every cup of coffee 

served represents a step toward 

independence. 

Above: Mr. Hendee's students. 

At the Senator's Cafe, students 

aren't just learning how to make 

coffee-they're learning how to 

build life skills. 
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