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* * * DRAFT * * *
ZOOM
Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities
   Join by Computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89443863706  
Join by Phone: 669-900-6833 
Password: 12345 
 
Meeting ID: 894 4386 3706 

There is no in-person location for this meeting
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
NGCDD Members Present: Stacy Alaribe; Stefanie Abila; Melissa Bart-Plange; Autumn Blattman; Ellen Frias-Wilcox; Cate Guzy; Vickie Ives; Alex Hilke; Katrina Ojeda; Melody O’Connor; Kate Osti; Margaret Marcucci; Michelle Metheny; Dora Schwartz; Amy Stephenson; Diane Thorkildson;  Meredith Toddre; Vivian Turner
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager
Public Present: Brian Bosmal; Steven Cohen; Michelle Gorelow; Cade Grogan; Jeff Jeach; Amanda Mazzagatti; Michelle Montelongo; Jennifer Montoya; Danielle Mose; Adrienna Navarro; Mike Nelson; Randall Owen; Steve Pelton; Dominique Soriano; Sonya Stark; David Stiles; Cindi Swanson
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Stacy Alaribe, Council Interim Chair at 9:02 a.m. 
Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant verified that the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on June 4, 2026.
Land Acknowledgment
Ms. Alaribe provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.

Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe inquired if there was any public comment. She verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically. 
· Dominique Soriano from Oregon Health and Science University shared a paid online research study about pregnancy and decision making. They are looking for people who have a developmental disability, such as intellectual disability or autism. Folks who are between the ages of 18 and 50 years old, and folks who have any possibility of getting pregnant. After completing the sign-up form, if you are eligible and invited to participate in our online study, you'll receive a $25 gift card. It's all completely online. They also have staff members that can help folks with taking the survey.
Approval of December 2025 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Alaribe opened the floor for discussion of the March 19, 2025 draft meeting minutes. 

Margaret Marcucci motioned to approve the March 19, 2025 meeting minutes as written. Dora Schwartz seconded the motion. The motion carried with Diane Thorkildson abstaining.
Council Member Appreciations and New Council Member Introductions
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further information. 
Ms. Nielsen, Executive Director, provided information on behalf of previous council member: Randall Owen, that left the council this year. Mr. Owen spoke about his experience serving on the council and the continued partnership with the NV Center for Excellence in Disabilities (NCED) that is within the Developmental Disabilities Network. 
Ms. Nielsen then introduced newly added council members: Dora Schwartz and Diane Thorkildosn and invited them to give a brief introduction. 
Ms. Schwartz gave a brief introduction and her role as an individual with I/DD. 
Ms. Thorkildson gave a brief introduction and her role as a representative of the NCED and her perspective as parent of an individual with I/DD.
Staff Introductions
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further information. 
Ms. Nielsen provided information on her role as the Executive Director of the council and gave a brief overview of her background and experience. 
Marisol Rivas provided information on her role as the Projects Manager of the council and gave a brief overview of her background and experience. 
Ellen Marquez provided information on her role as the Fiscal and Outreach Manager of the council and gave a brief overview of her background and experience
Ms. Ortiz provided information on her role as the Executive Assistant to the council and gave a brief overview of her background and experience
Alysa Marquez provided information on her role as the Intern of the council and gave a brief overview of her background and experience
Presentation from the Communication Access Services Program (CAS)
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further introductions.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the program and invited the CAS team to share more information. Jennifer Montoya, Michelle Montelongo, Jeff Jeach, and David Stilles  presented on the CAS program and the program’s details and services. They shared a PowerPoint presentation with the council. This item was opened for discussion.
Committee Updates
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for discussion on updates from the Budget Committee.
Ms. Nielsen gave an overview of topics discussed in the Budget Committee including the current Council budget and the recommendations for use of funds for FFY 26. Ms. Nielsen discussed the iCan Shine Camps projects and conference funding for council member Melissa Bart Plange that was previously approved. She also spoke on the self-advocacy conference and the additional sponsorship received from Health Plan of Nevada (HPN). Ms. Nielsen then discussed the proposed projects from the Arc and Carson High School. This item was opened for discussion.
Discussion on Funding for Employment Projects
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for discussion.
Ms. Nielsen discussed the proposed projects from the Arc and Carson High School. Ms. Nielsen invited Michelle Gorelow to discuss the project from the Arc. Ms. Gorelow gave a presentation on the project details and proposed budget. This project will be for FFY27 and will be returned to the council in September. This item was  opened for discussion.
Presentation from Sunflower Program at Harry Reid International Airport
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further introductions.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the program and invited the Sunflower team to share more information. Danielle Mose  presented on the program and the program’s details and services. She shared a PowerPoint presentation with the council. This item was opened for discussion.
Presentation from Family Respite Care of Nevada (FRC)
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further introductions.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the program and invited Brian Bosma to share more information. Mr. Bosma presented the program and the program’s details and services. He shared a PowerPoint presentation and a flyer with the council. This item was opened for discussion.
Presentation from the Steve Pelton-We Thrive Together
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further introductions.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the program and invited Steve Pelton to share more information. Mr. Pelton presented on the program and the program’s details and services. He shared the online forum. This item was opened for discussion.
Presentation on the Council Annual Report for FFY 2025
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the Annual Report and reviewed the document titled “FFY 25 NGCDD Annual Report”. This item was opened for discussion.
Stefanie Abila motioned to approve the Annual Report for FFY 2025 as written. Autumn Blattman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Information on Annual Work Plan for FFY 2027
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background information on the Annual Workplan for FFY27 and discussed the need to send the workplan for approval to the July Executive Committee. The workplan due date has changed to this August. This item was opened for discussion.
Margaret Marcucci motioned to approve the Executive Committee review and vote on the Annual Workplan of FFY27. Vivian Turner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion on Funding for Employment Projects
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for discussion.
Ms. Nielsen discussed the proposed project from the Carson High School and their café program. Ms. Nielsen discussed the project details and proposed budget. She also shared two documents on the café and its impact on the students that have been in this program previously. This project will be for FFY27. This item was  opened for discussion
Dora Schwartz motioned to include this proposal at the September Full Council for a vote. Melody O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Presentation on Nevada Developmental Delay Age Survey Report Data
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the survey and discussed the narrative summary created from the results. She referred to the document titled “Nevada Developmental Delay Age Survey Report Data”. This item was opened for discussion.
Update One Inch at a Time Distribution Discussions
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion.
Ms. Nielsen gave some background on the One Inch at a Time Book. She then shared information and updates about the One Inch at a Time Book discussions with distribution points. This item was opened for discussion.
Discussion on Council Subcommittees
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen provided information about the creation of Transportation and Education Subcommittees. She spoke on behalf of Ellen Marquez, Transportation Subcommittee Liaison, and discussed the previous Transportation Subcommittee meeting and further details about the committee’s work. She discussed the review of the Transportation White Paper. Ms. Nielsen then invited Rebecca Ortiz, Education Subcommittee Liaison to discuss the Education Subcommittee. Ms. Ortiz discussed the previous committee meetings and the presentations shared with the members. She discussed the objectives approved for the committee and their work to reopen the Developmental Delay Age Survey. This item was opened for discussion.
Committee Updates
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item.
She then gave an overview of topics discussed in the previous Executive Committee meetings. This includes the approvals of the iCan Shine Camps and the conference funding for Ms. Bart Plange. She invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. This item was opened for discussion
Ms. Alaribe then gave an overview on topics discussed in the Evaluation Committee including planned activities for FFY2026. She also discussed the document titled "NGCDD 2nd Quarter Project Status Summary Report 2026”. 
Ms. Alaribe gave an overview on topics discussed in the Policy Committee including previously reviewed position statements. She also discussed the staff and council chair attendance at the Disability Policy Seminar in Washington DC in the next week. The Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities will also have representatives attending. Ms. Alaribe invited Ms. Nielsen for further discussion. Ms. Nielsen gave an overview on each of the position statements up for review: draft position statement on Immigration and the Position on Dental Care. This item was opened for discussion. 
Diane Thorkildson motioned to approve the Position Statement on Immigration as written. Ms. Schwartz Seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Meredith Toddre motioned to approve the Position Statement on Dental Car. Ms. Schwartz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen provided information about the 2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference to take place in Las Vegas, NV in August. MS. Nielsen shared the official website of the conference: https://silverstateselfadvocacyconference2026.my.canva.site/. The venue for the conference has been selected as the Palms Resort. She shared the theme of the conference: A Kaleidoscope of Abilities. She spoke of the impact awards that will be voted on by the planning committee. She included updates on funding and additional conversation around finding donors for the conference. This item was opened for discussion.
Council Member Updates
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited any members that would like to share any updates.
None were given. 
Agenda Items for Future Consideration
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and invited any members that would like to share any items for consideration.

None were given. 
Next Meeting Date
The next Full Council meeting will take place on September 3, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. This meeting will take place via zoom.  
Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe inquired if there was any public comment. She verified meeting information and how to submit public comments telephonically
· Cindi Swanson asked if the One Inch at a Time book is fully accessible and if an online reader version is available. Ms. Nielsen stated she would reach out for more information.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:57 p.m.  
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