NV Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD) Evaluation Committee Meeting Minutes from August 20, 2026 
***DRAFT***
Zoom Video:
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86785050894 
Password: 12345

Join by Phone: 
+1-669-900-6833
Meeting ID: 867 8505 0894

Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· The recording of the meeting may be requested for detailed information by emailing  rortiz@nvha.nv.gov
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Committee Chair, Stacy Alaribe; Santa Perez; Kate Osti
Committee Members Absent: Alex Hilke; Vivian Turner
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach Manager; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant; Marisol Rivas, Project Manager
Public Present: Steven Cohen
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Evaluation Committee Chair, Stacy Alaribe at 10:05 a.m.
Executive Assistant, Rebecca Ortiz verified the agenda for this meeting was posted to the appropriate locations on August 13, 2026.
Land Acknowledgment
Ms. Alaribe provided the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority, acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.
Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe asked if there was any public comment and provided the information to provide public comment telephonically. None was given.
Approval of May Minutes
Ms. Alaribe opened this agenda item and asked if there was any discussion on the May 29, 2026 Evaluation Committee meeting minutes.
Santa Perez motioned to approve the May 29, 2026 Evaluation Committee meeting minutes as written. Kate Osti seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Election of Vice Chair
Ms. Alaribe opened this agenda item and invited Ms. Nielsen for additional information.
Ms. Alaribe tabled this item. 
Third Quarter 2026 Project Status Summary Report
Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director for a brief overview of the report.
Ms. Nielsen referred to the handout titled “NGCDD 3rd Quarter Project Status Summary Report 2026”. She gave an in-depth summary of the document and the timeframe the quarter reflected. She discussed the different projects and activities under each of the objectives of the council. She invited Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager to discuss projects she has worked on including the Lunch and Learn Educational Series and the YES program. Ms. Nielsen also spoke on the projects Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and Outreach manager has worked on including partners in policymaking course and outreach events like the resource fair held by Truckee Meadows Community College. She invited Rebecca Ortiz the co-instructor for the course, and Executive Assistant to speak on the 2026 PIP class. Ms. Alaribe opened this item for discussion. 
Discussion on 2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference
[bookmark: _Hlk150863741]Ms. Alaribe introduced this item and deferred to Ms. Nielsen for further information.
Ms. Nielsen presented information on the 2026 Silver State Self-Advocacy Conference. This event took place in Las Vegas on August 3-4. The partners is policymaking course graduation also took place during this event on August 2. She spoke on the number of attendees that came out. There were about 150 attendees per day, 14 vendors at the resource fair, and 12 resources that were given at the registration desk. Ms. Nielsen also spoke on the sponsorships received for the conference including Healthplan of Nevada, NV Disability and Advocacy Law Center, Statewide Independent Living Center, and the NV Center for Excellence in Disabilities. Ms. Nielsen then invited Ms. Marquez and Ms. Ortiz to speak on the PIP graduation. This item was opened for discussion.
Public Comment
Ms. Alaribe asked if there was any public comment. None was given. 
Next Meeting Date
Ms. Alaribe stated the next Evaluation Committee meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2026 at 10:00 am via Zoom.
Adjournment
This meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m.



Page 3 of 3

