Minutes
Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities (NGCDD)
Education Ad-Hoc Committee from September 21, 2026
* * * DRAFT * * *
Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85275401561?pwd=QPaN58DJchJuQqnjheeE2XpT47bVBA.1 
Meeting ID: 852 7540 1561
Passcode: 12345
There is no in-person location for this meeting.
Special Notes
· All items reviewed during this meeting are available for view on the NGCDD website; under the event created for this meeting: www.nevadaddcouncil.org 
· Bolded text under a heading indicates an action taken by the NGCDD.
Introductions
Committee Members Present: Julie Bowers; Cate Guzy; Amanda Hearon; Harrison Jones; Micheal Roth, Dr.; Homa Sayyar; Ian Zehner
Committee Members Absent: Kate Osti; Christine Riggi; Diane Thorkildson; Susan Trist 
NGCDD Staff Present: Catherine Nielsen, Executive Director; Alysa Marquez, Intern; Ellen Marquez, Fiscal and outreach Manager; Rebecca Ortiz, Executive Assistant
NGCDD Staff Absent: Marisol Rivas, Projects Manager
Public Present: Maddison Proctor
Call to Order, Introductions, and Verify Timely Posting of Agenda
Rebecca Ortiz, committee staff liaison, called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. She also verified the timely posting of the agenda on September 8, 2026, in accordance with Open Meeting Law, and took roll call.
Land Acknowledgement 
Ms. Ortiz read the land acknowledgement as follows: The Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, as a program whose designated state agency is the Nevada Health Authority (NVHA), acknowledges, honors, and respects the diverse Indigenous peoples connected to this land and recognize the State of Nevada is situated on the traditional homelands of the Nuwu, Newe, Numu, Wa She Shu, and Hopi Tribes. We offer gratitude for the land itself, for those who have stewarded it for generations, and for the opportunity to work alongside our Tribal partners. We encourage everyone in this space to engage in acknowledgement and continued learning about the Indigenous peoples who work and live on this land since time immemorial, and about the historical and present realities of colonialism.
Public Comment
[bookmark: _Hlk40342526]Ms. Ortiz opened this item and asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. 
· Homa Sayyar stated her congratulations to Catherine Nielsen for her recent interview. She is a great advocate, and the article really highlights it.
Approval of June Meeting Minutes
Ms. Ortiz opened this agenda item and the floor for discussion on the June 29, 2026 draft meeting minutes. 
Amanda Hearon motioned to approve the June 29, 2026 meeting minutes as written. Julie Bowers seconded the motion. The motion carried with Ms. Sayyar abstaining.
Ad-Hoc Committee New Member Recruitment and Chair and Vice-Chair Elections
Ms. Ortiz provided information on recruitment efforts for this committee. She stated staff were working to recruit more current council members to join this committee. Diane Thokildson has joined the committee but was unable to attend the meeting. A few of the eligible members for these Chair and Vice Chair positions were not available for this meeting and active recruitment for an additional council member is ongoing. This item was tabled.
Discussion on the updated Nevada Developmental Delay Age-6 Transition Survey and Updates from the State Board of Education
Ms. Ortiz invited Catherine Nielsen, Executive director, to discuss more information. Ms. Nielsen discussed the presentation given by council staff on the information gathered from the second round of the Nevada Developmental Delay Age-6 Transition Survey. She then discussed the July 29th State Board of Education meeting. The Board discussed changing the age to higher than age 6 under the developmental delay category. The board heard discussions on changing the ages to age 7, age 8 and age 9.  A vote was passed to make this change to the age right before age 8. She the invited Julie Bowers and Cate Guzy for additional information on the meeting events. This item was opened for discussion.
Discussion on Position Statement on Education
Ms. Ortiz opened this agenda item and referred to the document titled “Position on Education” She then read to document fully for the committee’s review. She then invited Ms. Nielsen to discuss more information on how the council’s uses the position statements and the background of this document. This item was opened for discussion.
Presentation on Statewide Plan for the Improvement of Pupils (STIP) and target Setting
Ms. Ortiz opened this agenda item and invited Ms. Bowers to discuss the STIP and Nevada Department of Education’s target setting goals. They are currently working on the document and have not released it to the public. She will return to the committee and share more updates once this is released. This item was tabled.
Discussion on new Committee Schedule
Ms. Ortiz opened this agenda item and discussed the change to the committee’s schedule. This change is due to the start of the school year in Nevada. A survey was sent out to the committee members to review the best time, day, and meeting frequency. The survey results showed Mondays in the afternoon once a month. This item was opened for discussion.
Discussion on Suggestions for New Topics
Ms. Ortiz opened this agenda item for discussion. Committee members discussed the revise eligibility for visual impairment and the threshold. They also discussed presentation on inclusive practices for schools and what guidance is being received. This included discussion on best practices and how lived experience can influence this. This item was opened for further discussion.
Public Comment
Ms. Ortiz asked if there was any public comment. She verified the meeting information and stated how to submit public comments telephonically. 
· Ian Zehner stated congratulations to Ms. Nielsen on her interview and stated she did an incredible job.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:58 p.m.
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