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Position on Education

Historically, people with disabilities have been excluded from mainstream education and placed in “special” schools or “special education” classrooms away from their “neurotypical” peers. 

There are three primary federal laws that address the rights of students with disabilities in schools: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (1975), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (1973), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (1990) (most often Title II). Together, these work to address discrimination, civil rights protections, and free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE) for students with disabilities.  Even programs that do not receive public funding have nondiscrimination and accommodation requirements under law.

Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in no way diminishes the right of individuals to participate in or contribute to society. All students must receive a free appropriate public education that includes fair evaluation, ambitious goals, challenging objectives, the right to progress, individualized supports and services, high quality instruction, and access to the general education curriculum in age-appropriate inclusive settings. Improving educational results for children with disabilities is an essential element of ensuring equality of opportunity, full participation, independent living, and economic self-sufficiency for individuals with disabilities.

Policy Recommendations:
1. Least restrictive and most inclusive participation of individuals with disabilities is beneficial to all students and has a lasting effect on a culture of inclusion and support beyond public school years.
2.   Proactively ensuring a Free and Appropriate Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE) needs to be a part of organizational culture in education and not the burden of someone seeking services to demand when it is absent.
3. Prioritizing resourcing (funding, staffing, documenting, timely offering, appropriately applicable) Non-Discriminatory and Comprehensive Eligibility Evaluations helps students now and in their future seeking services. 
4. Safe and supportive educational environments require training and oversight to ensure that students are treated consistent with best practices and respect by educators and their peers.  Safe and supportive education environments require independent avenues for raising concerns on behalf of students without fear of retaliation or withdrawal of services solely for expressing dissatisfaction or concerns.
5.  Education plans are individualized based upon the needs and wishes of a student in their pursuit of their educational goals. This requires communication and sufficient time and attention given to educating all involved about what is offered, can be offered, and what might require further effort to deliver. Student led processes begin early with empowering and including students in their planning.
6. As part of providing a free and appropriate education in the least restrictive environment, students need to be provided with support and encouragement through counseling services offered to students without disabilities. This can include but not be limited to career and college fairs, diploma guidance, technical education opportunities, scholarship and financial aid education and guidance, and more.
7. Least restrictive environments are not limited to the provision of education in school settings but in using even the administrative and planning aspects of the educational journey as learning opportunities to empower students to live a least restrictive life as adults in the future. This includes incorporating Supported Decision-Making concepts through modeling to be person centered in providing tools and guidance for decision making but not acting to disregard the student’s role and the role of their supporters in their future. This can also involve safety skills resourcing so that students can learn about who they may trust and how to express their wishes as the lead of their educational team. 

Plain Language Policy Statement:

In Nevada we care about our students with disabilities.  There are laws that mean we have to care, but we should care more and do more than just what the law says.  This will help us all have better lives.  The DD Council will keep fighting for students and their rights to be a part of their schools, have friends, learn, and get to grow up to have lots of choices and help when they need it.

Plain Language Recommendations:

1. Students getting the right support and help lasts longer than school years.
2. Students should not have to beg for what they need, schools should offer them help.
3. Students need the right services and that means finding out what each student has to have to do well.
4. Students need teachers who really care about them and want to keep them safe even when the student is having a bad day.
5. Students should not be rushed when they are asked what they need.
6. Students need people to believe they can achieve their dreams about what they want to do after school.
7. Students should get to learn about all their choices and help they can get with a team of people who they trust and who care about them.
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